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(1) Real Party In Interest 

The real party in interest is Wildseed, Inc, having its primary place of business at 
10210 NE Points Dr. Ste 300, Kirkland, WA 98033. 

(2) Related Appeals And Interferences 

To the best of Appellants' knowledge, there are no appeals or interferences 
related to the present appeal, which will directly affect, be directly affected by, or have a 
bearing on the Board's decision. 

(3) Status Of The Claims 

Claims 80-100 were rejected in the Final Office Action dated November 18, 2003. 
Claims 80-100 remain pending herein and are reproduced, as pending, in Appendix A. 

(4) Status of Amendments 

Claims 12 and 20 are amended concurrent with this submittal to correct 
informality problems noted by the Examiner. 
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(5) Summary of the invention 

Embodiments of the present invention include a novel "intelligent" 
interchangeable cover for personalizing an electronic apparatus, such as a mobile 
phone. The cover having an exterior surface non-functionally decorated to support a 
non-functional theme, and an electronic component with logic/data to personalize the 
electronic apparatus with characteristics complementary to the theme. Further, the 
pending claims on appeal are directed towards embodiments where the cover is 
structurally adapted to only partially cover a portion of the front surface of the electronic 
apparatus not occupied by a display and keys of the electronic apparatus. 

(6) Issues Presented 

I. Whether claims 80-100 are patentable under 35 U.S.C. §103 . 

(7) Grouping of claims 

For purposes of this appeal, claims 80-100 stand or fall together. 
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(8) Arguments 

Rejection of claims 80-100 under 35 U.S.C. §103 was improper because Wycherly and 
Sylvan in combination failed to suggest the invention as claimed. 

The law is well settled that in determining legal obviousness, "the scope and 
content of the prior art are to be determined; differences between the prior art and the 
claims at issue are to be ascertained; and the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art 
resolved. Against the background, the obviousness or non-obviousness of the subject 
matter is determined." Graham vJohn Deere Co. Supreme Court of the United States, 
1966, 383 US, 1, 86 S.Ct. 684, 15 LEd.2d 545. 

Independent claim 80 as pending recites in pertinent part: 

"a cover body to mate with a body of an electronic apparatus, to partially 
cover a portion of a front surface of the body of the electronic apparatus 
not occupied by a display and a plurality of keys of the electronic 
apparatus (hereinafter, the "partial coverage limitation"), ..." (underline 
and annotation added). 

Accordingly, claim 80 clearly requires the cover body 

a) to mate with a body of an electronic apparatus, and 

b) to only partially cover a portion of the front surface . . . not occupied by a 
display and a plurality of keys of the electronic apparatus. 

Thus, by virtue of the partial coverage limitation recited, claim 1 is inherently 
directed towards an "intelligent" partial housing cover or a non-housing cover , as it 
leaves part of the front side of the electronic apparatus (not occupied by the display and 
the keys) uncovered . 

In rejecting claim 80, the Examiner acknowledged that Wycherly does not teach 
such an "intelligent" partial cover, as Wycherly's cover is a housing cover that covers 
the entire front side the mobile phone . However, the Examiner asserted Sylvan's 
"removable user interface" remedied Wycherly's deficiency in teachings. A person of 
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ordinary skilled in the art, would be motivated to modify Wycherly' s full length housing 
cover to arrive at the partial housinq/non-housinq cover of the claimed invention in view 
of Sylvan's teachings. For at least the reasons stated below, Appellant respectfully 
submits the Examiner erred. 

First of all, Syvlan's teachings are directed towards end user interfaces, more 
specifically a removable user interface to make soft end user interface more user- 
friendly. Accordingly, Applicant submits Sylvan is non-analogous art . One of ordinary 
skill in the art of designing interchangeable covers for a portable electronic device 
(mobile phone in particular) would not look to Syvlan's teachings on end user interfaces 
for suggestions to modify/improve an "intelligent" interchangeable front cover. 

Even if we are to ignore that, Sylvan's removable end user interface merely not 
cover the portions of the display occupied by the soft end user interface elements, due 
to its purpose to assist a user in interacting with the soft end user interface elements 
render on the display. Beyond that, Sylvan's removable end user interface covers the 
remaining areas of the display (see e.g. Fig. 6, 8 or 9 of Sylvan). Thus, Applicant 
submits Sylvan merely teaches or suggests to one of ordinary skill to leave the end user 
elements to be interacted by the user uncovered . 

It provides no motivation or suggestion to one of ordinary skill why one would 
further leave other areas not required for user interaction also uncovered (which is what 
the "partial coverage limitation" of claim 1 inherently requires). 

In particular, it provides no motivation or suggestion to one of ordinary skill why 
one would modify the full extent front housing cover of Wycherly to a partial housing 
cover, and leaves some of the internal components in the front of the electronic 
apparatus exposed. 

If no internal components in the front of the electronic apparatus are to be 
exposed, then the Wycherly cover has fundamentally been changed from a housing 
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cover to a non-housing "accessory" cover . Applicant submits Sylvan fails to provide 
such motivation to one of ordinary skill in the art of "interchangeable cover 1 '. 

Accordingly, Applicant submits the "partial housing" or "non-housing" cover 
embodiments directed towards by claim 80 is not obvious, in view of Wycherly and 
Sylvan combined. 

Claims 86 and 94 contain in substance the same limitation of claim 80. 
Accordingly, for at least the same reasons, claims 86 and 94 are also patentable over 
Wycherley and Sylvan combined. 

Claims 81-85, 87-93 and 95-100 are dependent on claims 80, 86 and 94 
respectively. Accordingly, for at least the same reasons, claims 81-85, 87-93 and 95- 
100 are also patentable over Wycherley and Sylvan combined. 

(9) Conclusion 

Appellant respectfully submits, for at least the reasons set forth earlier, all 
rejected claims 80-100 are patentable over the cited references. Therefore, Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences overrules the 
Examiner, and directs allowance of the rejected claims. 
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(10) Epilogue j 
This brief is submitted in triplicate, along with a check for <inseFt$$$&\o cover 
the filing of appeal brief fee for a small entity as specified in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(c). We do 
not believe any other fees, in particular extension of time fees, are needed. However, 
should that be necessary, please charge our Deposit Account No. 500393. 

In addition, please charge any shortages and credit any overages to said Deposit 
Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt, P.C. 



Dated: April 13, 2004 



^lA^v Zs 



By Aloysius AuYeung, Reg No. 35,432 
Attorney for Appellant Applicant 
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Appendix A - Claims As Pending 

1 80. (Unchanged) A cover comprising: 

2 a cover body to mate with a body of an electronic apparatus, to partially cover 

3 a portion of a front surface of the body of the electronic apparatus not occupied by a 

4 display and a plurality of keys of the electronic apparatus, the front surface of the 

5 body of the electronic apparatus extending from a top edge of the body of the 

6 electronic apparatus to a bottom edge of the body of the electronic apparatus and 

7 from a left edge of the body of the electronic apparatus to a right edge of the body of 

8 the electronic apparatus, and the cover body having an exterior surface non- 

9 functionally decorated to provide the electronic apparatus with one or more visually 

1 0 perceivable attributes of a non-functional theme; and 

1 1 an electronic component embedded within the cover body, having data stored 

12 therein for customizing functions of the electronic apparatus to operate with 

1 3 characteristics complementary to the visually perceivable attributes of the non- 

14 functional theme provided by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface 

1 5 of the cover body to jointly effectuate the non-functional theme. 



1 81 . (Unchanged) The cover of claim 80, wherein the electronic component 

2 comprises data identifying to the processor of the body of the electronic apparatus, 

3 which group of a plurality of covering groups the cover is a member of, each 

4 covering group having a non-functional theme. 
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1 82. (Unchanged) The cover of claim 80, wherein the data comprises at least one of a 

2 resource server specification, an email address, an electronic coupon, a font style, 

3 an identifier identifying the interchangeable cover, and an approval code. 

1 83. (Unchanged) The cover of claim 80, wherein the data comprises a selected one 

2 of a pointer to an audio data file and a audio data file, where the audio data file 

3 complements the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme provided 

4 by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the cover body. 

1 84. (Unchanged) The cover of claim 80, wherein the data comprises at least a 

2 selected one of a pointer to a screen saver, a pointer to a video data file, a screen 

3 saver and a video data file, where the screen saver/video data file is complementary 

4 to the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme provided by the 

5 non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the cover body. 

1 85. (Unchanged) The cover of claim 80, wherein the electronic component 

2 comprises a processor. 

1 86. (Unchanged) A mobile phone comprising: 

2 a body including a top edge, a bottom edge, a left edge, a right edge, a front 

3 surface extending from the top edge to the bottom edge and from the left edge to the 

4 right edge, a display and a plurality of keys disposed on a plurality of regions of the 

5 front surface, and an internally disposed processor to execute one or more 

6 programming instructions; and 
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7 an interchangeable cover to mate with the body, to partially cover the rest of 

8 the front surface not occupied by the display and the plurality of keys, with the 

9 interchangeable cover having an exterior surface non-functionally decorated to 

10 provide the mobile phone with one or more visually perceivable attributes of a non- 

1 1 functional theme, and an electronic component embedded within the 

12 interchangeable cover, having data stored therein for customizing functions of the 

1 3 mobile phone to operate with characteristics complementary to the visually 

14 perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme provided by the non-functional 

1 5 decorations of the exterior surface of the interchangeable cover to jointly effectuate 

1 6 the non-functional theme. 

1 87. (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 86, wherein the electronic component of 

2 the interchangeable cover comprises data identifying to the processor of the body, 

3 which group of a plurality of interchangeable covering groups the corresponding 

4 interchangeable cover is a member of, each interchangeable covering group having 

5 a non-functional theme. 

1 88. (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 86, wherein the data comprises at least 

2 one of a phone number, a resource server specification, an email address, an 

3 electronic coupon, a font style, an identifier identifying the interchangeable cover, 

4 and an approval code. 

1 89. (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 86, wherein the data comprises a 

2 selected one of a pointer to an audio data file and a audio data file, where the audio 

3 data file complements the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme 
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4 provided by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the 

5 interchangeable cover. 

1 90. (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 89, wherein the audio data file 

2 facilitates modification of a default voice greeting of the mobile phone to a voice 

3 greeting that is complementary to the visually perceivable attributes of the non- 

4 functional theme provided by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface 

5 of the interchangeable cover. 

1 91 . (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 89, wherein the audio data file 

2 facilitates modification of ring tones of the mobile phone to ring tones that are 

3 complementary to the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme 

4 provided by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the 

5 interchangeable cover. 

1 92. (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 86, wherein the data comprises at least 

2 a selected one of a pointer to a screen saver, a pointer to a video data file, a screen 

3 saver and a video data file, where the screen saver/video data file is complementary 

4 to the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme provided by the 

5 non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the interchangeable cover. 

1 93. (Unchanged) The mobile phone of claim 86, wherein the electronic component 

2 comprises a processor. 
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1 94. (Unchanged) An electronic apparatus comprising: 

2 a body including a top edge, a bottom edge, a left edge, a right, a front 

3 surface extending from the top edge to the bottom edge and from the left edge to the 

4 right edge, a display and a plurality of keys disposed on a plurality of regions of the 

5 front surface, and an internally disposed processor to execute one or more 

6 programming instructions; and 

7 an interchangeable cover to mate with the body to partially cover the rest of 

8 the front surface not occupied by the display and the plurality of keys, with the 

9 interchangeable cover having an exterior surface non-functionally decorated to 

1 0 provide the electronic apparatus with one or more visually perceivable attributes of a 

1 1 non-functional theme, and an electronic component embedded within the 

1 2 interchangeable cover, having data stored therein for customizing functions of the 

1 3 electronic apparatus to operate with characteristics complementary to the visually 

14 perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme provided by the non-functional 

1 5 decorations of the exterior surface of the interchangeable cover to jointly effectuate 

1 6 the non-functional theme. 

1 95. (Unchanged) The electronic apparatus of claim 94, wherein the electronic 

2 component of the interchangeable cover comprises data identifying to the processor 

3 of the body, which group of a plurality of interchangeable covering groups the 

4 corresponding interchangeable cover is a member of, each interchangeable 

5 covering group having a non-functional theme. 

1 96. (Unchanged) The electronic apparatus of claim 94, wherein the data comprises 

2 at least one of a resource server specification, an email address, an electronic 
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3 
4 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1 

2 

1 

2 



coupon, a font style, an identifier identifying the interchangeable cover, and an 
approval code. 

97. (Unchanged) The electronic apparatus of claim 94, wherein the data comprises a 
selected one of a pointer to an audio data file and a audio data file, where the audio 
data file complements the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme 
provided by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the 
interchangeable cover. 

98. (Unchanged) The electronic apparatus of claim 94, wherein the data comprises 
at least a selected one of a pointer to a screen saver, a pointer to a video data file, a 
screen saver and a video data file, where the screen saver/video data file is 
complementary to the visually perceivable attributes of the non-functional theme 
provided by the non-functional decorations of the exterior surface of the 
interchangeable cover. 

99. (Unchanged) The electronic apparatus of claim 94, wherein the electronic 
component comprises a processor. 

100. (Unchanged) The electronic apparatus of claim 94, wherein the electronic 
apparatus comprises a personal digital assistant. 
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